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LIstiitg of the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims: 

L (previousiy presented) A method comprising; 

upon receiving a device command Irora a first host, 

i ) reserving for the first host a device targeted by the de\4ce commajrd; and 
ii) setting a reser\?ation time period for expiration of the resen'ation, the 

reserva ti on time period being determined based on a command type of the 

device command. 

2. (original) The metiiod of claim i, further comprising upon receiving a second device 
coramand from the first host, resetting the reservation time period. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

upon receiving a device command targeted to the device from a second host, 

determining if the device is reserved; and 

if the device is reserved to a host oilier than the second host , denying the 
device command from the second host, 

4. (original) nie method of claim 3, wherein determining if the device js reserved 
comprises determining if the reser\'ation lime period has expired. 

5. (original) The method of claim 3. further comprising if the device is not reserved, 
executing the de vice command iwm the second host. 

6. (original) The method of claim 3, wherein the device command from the second host 
comprises a clear command. 

7. (cancelled) 
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8. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein tlie device command comprises one of a 
write command, a rewind command, a read command, a load command, an unload 
command, and a seek command. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the device command comprises a tape 
device command. 

10. (original) Tlie metliod of claim 1, wlierein tlie device command comprises a disk 
device command. 

11. (original) 'I he method of claim 1, wherein the device command comprises a Small 
Computer System Interface (SCSI) command. 

12. (withdmwn) A method comprising: 

upon receiving a first command of a predetermined type from a first liost, and if a 
device targeted by the first command is not reserved, 

1) reserving the device Ibr the first liost; and 

ii) setting a predefined reservation time period tor expiration of tlie 

reservation, the predefined reservation time period not being specified by 
the first device command; 
upon receiving a subsequent command of a predetermined type from the frrst 
host, while the device is reserved for the first host, resetting the resei-vation time period; 
md 

upon recei ving the subsequent command of a predetermined type from the first 
host, when the reservation status is not reserved for the first host, processing the 
subsequent command as tlie first command, 

13. (witiidrawn) Tiie method of claim 12, further comprising upon receiving a second 
commaiid of a predetemuned type targeted to the device from a second host, while the 
device is reserved for the fijt^t host, denying the second command. 
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14. (\\ithdra\\'n) The method of claim 13, wherein tiie second command comprises one of 
a vvTite command, a rewind command, a read command, a load command, an unload 
command, and a seek command. 

15. (withdra\vn) The method of ciaim 13, wherein the second command comprises a clear 
command. 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (witiidrawTi) The method of ciaim 16, v^herein tiie first command and the second 
command comprise Small (Computer Systems Interface (SCSI) commands. 

18. (wUhdKiwn) I'he method of ciaim 17, wherein the second command comprises one of 
an inquir>' command, a request sense command, and a log sense command. 

19. ( withdrawn) An apparatus comprising: 

an interlace to receive commands from a piiiralii> tvf hosts: 
a reservation agent, comnumicatively coupied to the interface, the reservation 
agent to determine if a device targeted by a first command is reserved, and if the device is 
not reserved, to reserve the device f or a first host initiating the first command, and to set a 
reservation time period for expii^tion of the reservation, the reservation time period bei ng 
based on a command type of the device command . 

20. (withdraw) 1lie apparatus of ciaim 19, wherein the reservation agent is further to 
deny a second command targeted to the device received liom a second host while the 
device is reserved to the first host, 

21 . (witiidrawn) The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the reservation agent is further to 
reset the reservation time period upon receiving a second command targeted to the device 
from the first host while the device is reser\'ed for the ftrst host. 
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22, (withdrawTi) An app£U'atus comprising: 

firsi means for receiving comniaTids from a plurahty of hosts; and 
sCk.ond nuMn^ oomni - .ai \ .'1^ ^ ipled \o the Hist mc^ms. dLtciminnig ii a 
dcMOe tJigetcJ h\ a fust comnvsJ .^ lot }esej\ iiig the Jesin. lot tj ilist host 

mUuiUng tht Oi st conunand upon roccis nu fi^ in command while ihe d>.\ see is not 
reser\cd, and Un t>cHting d Ksci\aiion tunt* pctiod for cxpuaiion of the ics.CJ\dtion. the 
reservation time period being based on a command tj^e of the device command. 

23 . (withdrawn) live apparatus of claim 22, wherein the second means further comprises 
means for denying a second command targeted to the device received from a second host 
whiie the device is reserved for the first host. 

24. (withdKiVYn) A method compiising: 

upon receiving a device command from a first host, 

i) reserving for the first host a device targeted by the device command; and 

ii) setting a predefined reservation time period for expiration of the 
reservation, the predefined reservation time period not being specified by 
the device command. 

25. (withdrawn) A method comprising: 

upon receiving a device command front a first host, 

i) reserving for the first host a device targeted by the device command; and 

ii) setting a reservation time period for expiration of the reser\'atton, the 
reservation time period being set to begin running after tiie device 
command has executed. 
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